
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria. Vii^ia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



1 APPLICATION NO. | 


FILING DATE | 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


1 ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. | CONFIRMATION NO. | 


10/002,328 

22908 7590 


11/01/2001 

10/20/2004 


Shahram Malek 


11738.84217 3345 



BANNER & WITCOFF, LTD. 
TEN SOUTH WACKER DRIVE 
SUITE 3000 
CHICAGO, IL 60606 



EXAMINER 



ART UNIT 



GETZOW, SCOTT M 



PAPER NUMBER 



3762 

DATE MAILED: 10/20/2004 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Office Action Summary 



Application Ha. 




10/002,328 


MALEKETAL jj^ 




AH unit 1 f 


Scott IV) Getzow 


3762 1 



I Period for Rep™ 
I Status 

Responsive to communlcation(s) filed on lOSeofemt^r ^qm 
2an This action is FliyiAL 2b)IEl This acUon is non-final. 

l^T "''T"" " ^'^^P' ^"""^l P«>secu«on as to the merits Is 

Closed in accordance with the practice under Ex partB Quayle. 1935 CD. 11. 453 O.G. 213 

Disposition of Claims 

4) H Clalm(s) l:3g is/are pending in the application. 

«m ^'""^ ^^^^ '^'^ consideration. 

5) U Clarm(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ia Clalnfj(s)l:2e Is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are otjected to. 

«)□ Clalm(s) are sutiject to restriction and/or election requirement 

' Application Papers 

9)D The specification Is objected to by the Examiner 

! Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

lO Certified copies Of the priority documents have been received 
2.D CertlfiedcopiesoftheprforitydocumentshavebeenreceivedinAppn^^^^ 

TnT: : """'"^ """'^ beenLh^ed in thlsl^onal Staae 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17 2(a)) ^ 

• seethe attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received 
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Application/Control Number: 10^002 328 
Art Unit 3762 ' 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
1. Claims 1^8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Meadows et al (6381496) in view of Saiwal et al (6662052). 

Figure 1 of Meadows shows an implantable stimulator 100, a hand held 
programmer 202. a physician programmer 204 and an external stimulator 140. 
Col. 5. lines 56^3 teach that the system of Meadows can include a combination 
of external and internal stimulators. Col. 9. lines 15+ teach the various 
parameters that a transferred to the internal stimulator via the programmer. It is 
considered to be obvious that the test stimulator communicate bi-directionally 
with the programmer since it is the task of the external stimulator to test various 
parameters and settings to see if the system functions properly. Further, the 
patent to Sanwal teaches such bi^Jirectional communication between a 
programmer and an external stimulator (see especially figure 13). which is typical 
in the art. Thus it would have been obvious to use bi-directional communication 
between the external stimulator and the programmer to test various parameters 
before final programming of the internal stimulator. 



a new rejection has been made, this action Is not made final. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Scott M. Getzoyv whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
2997. The examiner can nonnally be reached on M-F, 9-6. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Angela Sykes can be reached on (703) 308-5181. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Infomiation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the - 
Patent Application InformaUon Retneval (PAIR) system. Status infonnation for 
published applications may be obtained from eHher Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomiation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://palr<firecLu8pto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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